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Hale Center Theater Orem
Proudly Presents:

Director

Laurie Harrop-Purser

Costume Design

Kris Hansen-Call

Costume Assistant

Amanda Fitt

Hair & Make-Up Design

Janna Larsen

Assistant Hair & Make-Up Design

Laura Bikman

Production Stage Manager

Meagan M. Downey

Assistant Stage Manager

Rachel Bigler

Properties

Linda Hale

Technical Operations Manager

Andy Keele

Technical Direction

Cody Swenson
Cody Hale

Technician

Cole McClure

Scenic Design

Bobby Swenson

Scenic Painting

Penny Jones

HCTO Managing Directors

Linda Hale
Cody Hale

Cody Swenson
Anne Swenson

Lighting Design

Andy Keele

Sound Design

Cody Hale

by Larry Shue

Celebrate Valentine’s Day  
at the Rainbow Room

Swing back in time to the Big Band era and dance the night away at Utah Valley 

University. Feast on a delicious dinner, then romance to the music of the golden age. 

February 13, Dinner & Dancing 6 p.m.  

Dessert Bar & Dancing 7:30 p.m.  

UVU Sorensen Center, Centre Stage 

For tickets, call 801-863-PLAY (7529) or visit uvu.edu/bemoved.

Participate, Give, and Be Moved — support UVU students in their artistic 
endeavors and education. uvu.edu/bemoved 

Starring:

Carolyn Hartvigsen  ·  Wade Johnson  ·  Brett Merritt 

Ian Purser  ·  Reese Phillip Purser  ·  Ryan Radebaugh

Brittni Smith 
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Cast/Scene Synopsis

Willum Cubbert...............................................................................................Ryan Radebaugh

Tansy McGinnis.................................................................................................. Brittni Smith

Axel Hammond.................................................................................................... Wade Johnson

Warnock Waldgrave.................................................................................Reese Phillip Purser

Clelia Waldgrave.....................................................................................Carolyn Hartvigsen*

Thor Waldgrave..........................................................................................................Ian Purser

Rick Steadman................................................................................................... Brett Merritt

*Member of Actors’ Equity

Intermission

In Order of Appearance

Act I

Act II; Scene 1

Act II; Scene 2

November 4th

Six days later

The following Day

Time: Automn of 1984

Place: Willim Cubbert's Apartment in Terra Haute, Indiana
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THE NERD
sponsored in part by

*VAR = Variable Rate. The term “STAYS LOW” refers to this rate NOT being an introductory rate. Interest 
rate may vary with the US Prime Rate Index. Variable Rate Information: To determine the Visa credit card 
annual percentage rate UCCU adds a margin of 3.74% to the value of the US Prime Rate Index (Prime plus 
3.74%). The Annual Percentage Rate (APR) may increase or decrease if the Prime Rate Index increases 
or decreases. The Prime Rate Index is the highest prime rate published in the Wall Street Journal on the 
15th day of each month. If this index is no longer available, the credit union will choose a new index which 
is comparable to the index described herein. Some restrictions apply. Rates, terms, and conditions are 
subject to change. For a complete list of UCCU Visa disclosures please visit www.uccu.com/visa.

ANNUAL SPONSOR OF HALE CENTER THEATER OREM

A low rate that starts low 
and stays low. 

With no annual fee.

EXCLUSIVELY FROM

EXCLUSIVELY FROM

HappyWinter
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Who’s Who

Carolyn Hartvigsen
Clelia Waldgrave
If you came to see HCTO’s recent production 
of The Addams Family, then you’ll know 
Carolyn had a complete hoot playing the role 
of Alice Beineke every night on this stage.  
She is thoroughly delighted to be back again 
so soon!  Other HCTO credits are  Audrey 
in As You Like It, Dominique Du Monaco in 
Lucky Stiff, and Effy Krayneck in The Spitfire 
Grill. Her NYC credits include: The Boss at 
The Metropolitan Playhouse and The Top of 
the Heap at The Gallery Players.  Regionally, 
she has worked at Tuachan playing supporting 
roles in Cinderella, Cats, Tarzan, Crazy for You, 
and My Fair Lady.  She holds a BFA from 
BYU in Music Dance Theatre. 

Wade Johnson
Axel Hammond
Wade is honored to be participating in his 
first production at HCTO. He is currently 
pursuing a BA in Theatre Performance at 
UVU. Past credits include Boris Kolenkhov 
in You Can’t Take It With You, Bill Walker 
in Major Barbara, Gerry Evans in Dancing 
at Lughnasa, and The Lion in the Wizard 
of Oz at Sundance. He would like to thank 
this amazing cast of funny people for the 
laughs and to thank his family and friends for 
supporting him endlessly.

Brett Merritt
Rick Steadman
Brett was last seen at HCTO as Baker in 
Into the Woods. Some of his other favorite 
roles include Man in Chair in The Drowsy 
Chaperone, Freddy Benson in Dirty Rotten 
Scoundrels, and Benedick in Much Ado About 
Nothing, among others. He’s recently appeared 
in the films The Saratov Approach and Once I 
Was a Beehive. Brett thanks HCTO for type 
casting him and giving him the chance to 
work with this cast of hilarious collaborators. 
He dedicates his performance to his favorite 
nerds: Aidan and Bella.

Ian Purser
Thor Waldgrave
“My name is Ian Purser and this is going to be 
the shortest bio ever.  I have been in a show at 
a children’s theater at BYU, The Selfish Giant”, 
and have been in a few school plays.  This is my 
first time at HCTO and I’m super excited.”

Reese Phillip Purser
Warnock Waldgrave
Reese is tickled to share the stage with his 
talented and handsome son Ian. And all these 
other little kids too. As of this writing, his 
beautiful daughters, Hallie and Charlie, are 
acting in Pippin at PHS, and The Christmas 
Carol here at HCTO. Maybe their house 
should be under quarantine. Because they have 
a DISEASE!  “Thanks to everyone here at 
HCTO, especially our director, Laurie. I have 
always enjoyed creating with her, especially the 
previously mentioned little ducks. Yup. You 
just read that.”
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Ryan Radebaugh
Willum Cubbert
Ryan has appeared in dozens of plays here 
at HCTO since it’s opening in 1990. Ryan’s 
recent acting credits include Over the River 
and Through the Woods (HCTO) and Arsenic 
and Old Lace (HCTO). Ryan is HCTO’s 
Theater School Director and has directed 
hundreds of youth on this stage. His directing 
credits for 2015 include Annie, The Little 
Mermaid and A Christmas Carol-Youth 
Edition. Working with the youth of this valley 
continues to amaze him, inspire him and 
bring him so much joy. Ryan is an elementary 
school educator and has taught third and sixth 
grades for the past 16 years. Thanks to the 
production team and actors of this show—
what a bunch of nerds! For Lindsay and the 
kids. Always.

Brittni Smith
Tansy McGinnis
Brittni has been a huge fan of The Nerd ever 
since she was a little girl, and she is thrilled 
to play this dream role! Brittni holds a BFA 
in Acting and Theater Education from BYU 
and teaches Drama at Mountain Ridge Junior 
High. She has directed, music-directed and 
choreographed over 35 youth and community 
theater productions around the valley, 
including HCTO Youth Theater. Recent 
HCTO acting credits include Cinderella/
Granny in Into the Woods, Sarah in Guys and 
Dolls, Kitty in The Drowsy Chaperone, and 
Catherine in The Foreigner (at HCTO and 
BYU). Thank you to her fabulous HCTO 
family for letting her play with such an 
amazing team! Thanks to Mom for teaching 
her about humor. “This one is for my favorites: 
Love you Tessie, Leo and David!”
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About the Show

25

About the Author
Larry Shue was born in New 
Orleans, Louisiana and grew 
up in Kansas and Illinois. 
After graduating from 
Illinois Wesleyan University 
in 1969, he served in the 
Army during the Vietnam 
War, and then he began his 
career as a professional actor 
and playwright with the 
Harlequin Dinner Theater 
in Washington D.C. and Atlanta. He also 
worked in repertory theater and appeared in 
various TV shorts. He most notably features 
as a supporting role in Alan Alda’s 1986 film 
Sweet Liberty.

Shue wrote his two best-known plays, 
The Nerd and The Foreigner, while he was 
playwright-in-residence at the Milwaukee 
Repertory Theater. Both plays have gone 

1 �Star Wars actor Mark Hamill played 
Willum in The Nerd's Broadway run.  
He has only been in one Broadway  
show since.

2 �The word “nerd” first appeared in a  
1950 Doctor Seuss book called If I Ran 
the Zoo. It was recorded as student  
slang a year later, possibly influenced by 
the book.

on to be performed many 
times at theaters around 
the world. His other plays 
include Grandma Duck is 
Dead, Wenceslas Square, and a 
children's production called 
My Emperor's New Clothes. 

But Shue’s success was short-
lived. On September 23, 1985 
at the age of 39, he died in the 
crash of a Beech 99 commuter 

plane en route to Shenandoah Valley Regional 
Airport near Weyers Cave, Virginia. All 
fourteen people on the flight were killed. At 
the time of the crash, Shue was preparing 
for his first big Broadway role, as Reverend 
Crisparkle in Joseph Papp’s The Mystery of 
Edwin Drood. Author Thomas M. Disch puts 
Shue’s death in context when he says that it 
was “fate’s cruelest trick on the theater since 
the murder of Joe Orton.”

3 �The Nerd ran on Broadway for 441 
performances (from March 1987 to  
April 1988).

4 �The Nerd's author Larry Shaue starred 
as Willum in its initial run. He also 
played Froggy in his play The Foreigner.

5 �Hale family member and actor Will 
Swenson played Axel in a previous 
HCTO production of The Nerd.

Larry Shue

Interesting Facts

3

1

2

4
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3333 SOUTH DECKER LAKE DR 

(2200 WEST) | WEST VALLEY CITY

Now Playing!

Dec 31 through Jan 30

phone: 801.984.9000      online: www.HCT.org

HCT_Orem_Ads_16.indd   1 12/3/15   8:53 AM

 

 street noodles, rice bowls, salads, enchiladas, global tacos,

801-607-5535  
227 W. Bulldog Avenue

3368 University Avenue
801-356-8226  

Provo

Provo

come visit us
at our 

two locations!
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ADVERTISE WITH US

OVER 629,000
WEEKLY READERS

OTHER SERVICES:
Sticker Notes · Inserts

Brochures · Booklets · Postcards
Newsletters · Fliers · Custom Products

Complete Online Advertising

Call Brad Orgill
801-824-2723

borgill@utahmediagroup.com

Twitter

Pinterest

Facebook

Instagram

YouTube

Check out 
our social 

media sites.

also visit us at haletheater.org search #hcto
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  TICKETING & THEATER POLICIES
· �Doors open 30 minutes prior to each performance - all seats are reserved - you must be in your 

seat prior to the performance

· ���LATE-COMERS will be seated at the house management’s discretion 

{Hale Center Theater Orem accepts no responsibility for inconvenience to late-comers}

· �NO CHILDREN UNDER THE AGE OF FOUR OR BABES-IN-ARMS

· �No cell phones, pagers with alarms or other electronic devices

· �Video and audio recording of this production is strictly prohibited

· �No outside food or drink

· �Free parking in our lot or on the street {note: TESORO will tow your car}

· �Restrooms are located at the rear of the theater and downstairs

· �Exits are located in the front and rear of the theater

· �Season Ticket holders must make reservations early for each show. HCTO is not responsible for 

missed plays.

ADVERTISING & INFORMATION
· For advertising and promotional opportunities, contact Jim Murphy at 801.440.9500

· �For audition schedules, acting and music class schedules and additional theater information 

visit our website at hcto.org

· �For fundraising information for your organization contact LaRene Tinney at 801.226.8600

· �For general information and ticket reservations please call the Box Office at 801.226.8600

Production Staff for The Nerd:
Director................................................Laurie Harrop-Purser
Costume Design.......................................Kris Hansen-Call
Costume Assistant.............................................Amanda Fitt
Hair and Make-up Design............................... Janna Larsen
Assistant Hair and Make-up Design...........Laura Bikman
Production Stage Manager.....................Meagan M. Downey
Assistant Stage Manager....................................Rachel Bigler
Lighting Design.......................................................Andy Keele
Sound Design............................................................ Cody Hale
Properties..................................................................Linda Hale
Technical Operations Manager..............................Andy Keele
Technical Direction.................... Cody Swenson, Cody Hale
Technician..........................................................Cole McClure
Scenic Design.....................................................Bobby Swenson
Scenic Painting.........................................................Penny Jones
HCTO Managing Directors.......... Linda Hale, Cody Hale 
                                                 Cody Swenson, Anne Swenson

Costumes Executed for Archive Costumes by:
MaryAnn Hill, Debi Carlisle, Tami Crandall,  

Patti Glad

Wigs Executed by:
Janna Larsen, Amanda Fitt, Marquie Walton,  

Valerie Day, Laura Bikman  

Sets Executed by:
Bobby Swenson, Cody Swenson, Cody Hale,  

Penny Jones, Max Fitt, Lynn Clark, Cole McClure,
Andy Keele

Archive Costumes a Division of HCTO
Manager.......................................................Kris Hansen-Call

Hale Center Academy for the Performing Arts
Academy Director.................................................Linda Hale
Theater School Director.............................Ryan Radebaugh
Theater School Instructors........................Ryan Radebaugh, 

David Smith, Brittni Smith, Jenny Latimer,  
Brooklyn Poulter, 

Vocal School Director.................................... Amanda Crabb
Vocal School Instructors....................................David Smith,

Amanda Crabb, Marcie Yactman, Sonja Sperling 
Brooklyn Poulter, Bailee Brinkerhoff Morris

Box Office:
Box Office Manager...................................... LaRene Tinney

Official Services:
Playbill Design and Layout................. Red Rider Creative
Playbill Printing......................................Printing Resource
Headshot Photography.................. Lizzy Dabczynski-Bean

Hale Center Foundation for the Arts and Education
Director..................................................................Jim Murphy
Board of Trustees........................ William M. Jeffs (Chair), 
Carl Hernandez, Karen McCandless, Lincoln  Westcott 

Maren Mouritsen, Jim Murphy, Blake Shumway, Cody 
Swenson, Karen Valentine, Jeff Wilks, Linda Hale

Advisory Council................................................ Jerry Simons, 
Ella Simons, Craig Simons, Robert Lee Swenson, Adele 

Swenson, Senator John Valentine, Melany Wilkins

UPDATE



We appreciate all those who have contributed to the Hale Center Foundation for the Arts and Education.
If your name has been misspelled or inadvertently omitted, please contact Jim Murphy at 801-440-9500

Prince & Princess:
$10,000 - $20,000
Thomas R. Perl
Anonymous
Electrical Wholesale Supply, 
Inc

Royal Court:  
$5,000 - $9,999
Stephen W. & Bette Gibson
Maren Mouritsen
Michael & Jenny Pulsipher
Kermit C. & Sally Hale Rice
Dr. Jerry Simons
UPS Foundation

Count & Countess:  
$2,500 - $4,999
Anonymous (1)
Richard M. Knapp
Laurie Leue
Jim & Jill Murphy
Hugh & Carol Nielsen
Ilene H. Olsen 
Dr. & Mrs. Thomas E. Sawyer
Nick & Kim Spencer
Melville Stables
Mark and Sharon Stoner
Aileen & Roi Walker
Richard & Shirley Wootton

Duke & Duchess: 
$1,000 - $2,499
Anonymous
Allen & Darlene Ainge
Bradley & LaWynn Baird
Lindsay Barenz
Raymond & Janette H. 
Beckham
Angus & Jenny Belliston
J. Robert & Ethel Bullock
Milton Degering
Jim & Tana Evans
Terry Ficklin
John & Linda Gardner
Tom & Joan Hamann
Marianne Jackson
Jeffs & Jeffs, P.C. Law Office
Paul & Sharon Larson
Tom & Paula Lamoreaux
Richard & Libby Hawkins
Joseph M. Larsen CPA, PC
Barbara Munson
Marieta Peterson
Carolyn Rasmus
Rhett M. Richards
Fred A. Schwendiman
Ranee Snow
The David Starling Family
Chelsea Stevens
George & Elma Stoddard
J. LeRoy Walker
Mossie White

Lord & Lady: 
$500 - $999
Craig B. Ainge
Wayne & Claudia Allan
Alpine Roofing Specialists, Inc.
Brandon & Annie Ballard
Haven J. Barlow
Kristine Bethers

Art & Dallas Berg
The Cal Call Family
Diane & Andy Dabczynski
Kay T. Davenport
The Dominguez Family 
Curt & Tonia Doussett
Jack & Claire Egan
Laura Folkman
John & Anita Freeman
Kent & Eileen Gale
Greg & Janet Graul
Eric & Julie Gurr
Richard & Shirlee Hanks
Arda Harman
Douglas C. Heiner
Clark Heringer
Larry & Carolyn Hermansen
Gary M. Hulet, DMD
INSUR-AMERICA, INC
Chris & Shelby Killpack
Echo King
Rex & Jan Kocherhans
KSOP Radio
Chuck & Grace Liu
Mike & Maria Lund
Kimball Lynn
Filippo & Barbara Magistro
Daril & Dana Magleby
Darrell & Lori Martin
Colleen Martinson
E. Bruce McIff, MD
Brent & Kathy McQuarrie
Kent R. Parsons
Dean & Jaynann Payne
Ken & Carrie Perucca
Bryce & Laurie Pollard
The Radebaughs 
Provo Rotary Club 
Mervin & Verna Rasmussen
Pearl Rex-Hartzell
Lucile & David W. Richards
Alan & Linda Richardson
Dolores Richardson
Richard & Janet Rife
Blake & Catherine Shumway
David & Brittni Smith
Scott & Karen Smith
Matt & Shelby Stastny
Aaron & Lorayn Stoddard 
Katherine M. Swim
Don & Kathryn Tuttle
John & Karen Valentine
Eric & Angella Vernon
Verdon & Julia Walker
Westcott Family
Eric & Lisa Winegar
Sharon Wiest
Jeff & Melinda Wilks
Marge Woodall
Boyd & Pat Worthington
Edward G. Zmitravich

Ambassador: 
$250 - $499
Heather & Ty Allen
All Event & Tent Rental
Jed & Janilyn Anderson
Anonymous (2)
Blake & Jenny Barlow  
Kendall & Judy Barrowes
Julie & Brian Bellon
Jodi & Howard Bezzant

Jon & Carol Jean Bishop
Linda Brinkerhoff
Jackie Burns
Shaunna Burt
H. Earl & Irene E. Bushman
Richard A. & Sue Ann Call
Les & Linda Campbell
Bruce & Nancy Candrian
Willard & Peggy Card
Bruce & Kathy Chamberlain
Judy & Kelly Clayton
Lynda Cope
Byron W. Daynes
Meagan M. Downey
Richard & Melody Downey
“SUPERFAN” Doug Edmunds
Jerry Elison
Constance Erickson
Don & Layle Erickson
Stefan J. Erickson
Chris & JD Floto-Ramey
Paul Francom
Friends and Family of  
Tammie and Maren
Dan & Jill Fugal
Howard Fullmer
Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund
Robert & Janice Gardner
Bill Graden
Bob, Karen, & Reed Hahne
Travis & Emily Hansen
David & Laura Harmon
Guinivere Hale Hatch
John & Cleo Huefner
Charlie’s Concrete, Inc.
Robert & Sue Jackson
Charlie & Leslee Jensen
Elsie Ann King
Joe & Teresa Larsen
Gene & Janet Latta
Betty Lewis
Hosea Edward Little
Lynette Loveland
Jayne Luke
George & Marian Magnusson
Michael & Annie Magnusson
Donald R. & Jean S Marshall
Norma W. Mecham
Rich Melville
Albert O. & Maragaret B. 
Mitchell
Linda Nielson
Kenneth C. Nix
Graham H. Norris
Ronald & Laraine Nyman
Brenda Ogden
Judith Olson
Richard & Cenia Parsons
Richard & Marilyn Price
Leland & Thelma Priday
Priddis Music, Inc.
Jani Radebaugh
Russ Reynolds
Irene Ricks
Mark & Lori Saxton
Drew Sellers
Michal Shorten
Sarah Ann Shuler
The Smilanich Family
Mark & Toni Simonsen
Susannah Thomas
Dave & Larene Tinney

Kathy Tollefsen
Betty Turk
Vacationeer Travels
Leo & Fern Vernon
Alison Walker
Ben & Daneen Wake
Craig & Deanna Werner
Rebecca Winegar
Henry & Bonnie Yeates

Dignitary:  
$100 - $249
W. Nelson Abbott
Scott & Arlene Allen
Dave & Marilyn Anderson
Ernel L. & Ellna N. Anderson
Anonymous (3)
Edward & Lois Bacon
David & Susan Barlow
Ted & Jennifer Barratt
Greg & Angela Bates
Nathan Bauer
Charles & Maurine Baugh
Darlyne & Charles Bell
Mary & Ottavio Belvedere
Lynn & Jill Beus
Tim & Nadine Bird
The Greg Blackham Family
Jennifer Lee Breeden
Edward & Diane Bridge
Bill & Marilyn Brown
Evan & Grace Bullock
Rob & Lisa Carlson
Marian F. Christenen
Wilda Christensen
Lynn & Holly Clark
Sherm & Sheryle Cloward
Dr. & Mrs. Loran D. Cook
Bill & Trilby Cope
Lowell & Ila Mae Dahl
Mary B. Day
Chris Dexter
Lester & Ruth Downing
Maureen Eastwood
Harold & Elvie Erickson
Paul & Colleen Ferguson
James & Shirley Fortner
Crystal Fossum
Michael Fox
Duane & Velma Frandsen
Julia Gailey
Gaylan & Kay Gallacher
Gene & Karla Gamman
Jerry & Donelle Gearheart
Eugene & Jennifer Greenwood
Bill & Nell Gurr
Jeff & Diane Haines
Garth & June Hair
David & Tresa Hamson
Jeffrey Hartley
Barta Heiner
Reid & Karen Heiss
Colleen Hewlett
Martha Hoffa
Kathie Homer
Bruce & Vicki Honey
E. Dee Hubbard
Beth & Cleleo Jensen
Mary Jane Johns
Shirley M. Johnson
Allen Krutzkamp
Shep & Janet Kuester

Lisa Kuhni
Mike Landheim
Kent & Pat Larkin
Dale & Linda Larsson
Jerry & Shelle Lewis
Tracy & Dixie Lewis
Marie Liston
Greg & Lynette Lyman
Eric Manning
Paul & Kerry Mansfield
Don Marlow
Joe & Sue Matthews
LaNell Rothwell Maynard
Chad & Wendy McKay
Jeff McClellan
Don & Kathryn Mechling
Andrea C. Merriman
Ira & Karen Messenger
Rosemary G. Minervini
Grant & Elaine Moody
Dan Moss
Lucia Newman
Trudy Nielsen
Jack D. & Gae Olsen
Jeff Olsen
Linda Parry
Robert & Connie Parsons
Mauloa Partners
Bob & Belva Patterson
Stan & Rebecca Paulsen
Rick & Mary Kay Peirce
John & Heidi Pestana
Sybel Plehn
The Clifton M. Pyne Family
Axel & Shannon Ramirez
Michael Ramsey
Ed & Allyson Riding
Art & Sandy Robbins
Don L. & Sonya Rogers
Garth & Verna Rogers
Gaylamarie Rosenberg
Beverly Ruchti
Debbie Sackett
Nephi & Jeanette Schwab
Arnel Sison
T.J. Sitake
Paul & Terri Smith
Richard & Carolyn Smith
Robert & Lola Smith
Scott & Marsha Smith
Steven & Paulette Smith
Marilyn Steffensen
Carolyn Stewart
Nanalee Stratton
Jeff & Christine Tanner
Zane & Beth Taylor
Douglas & Coral Terry
Kyle Tresner
Mollie Ungricht
Gordy & Karrie Villarini
Don & Sheryl Voorhees
Tracey Watkins
James & Kathleen Westwood
Sheryl Lee & David A. Wilson
Bruce & Diane Woodward
Harley & Judy Woodward
Kaye Woodworth
Dale & Virginia Wright
Fredrick O. Wright

Special Thanks To

Our Donors

Oremcommunity.org

HELPING KIDS SEE 
THEIR GREAT POTENTIAL

PEDIATRIC REHABILITATION SERVICES 
AT OREM COMMUNITY HOSPITAL
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Hale Center Theater Orem

Home of KAWAI
Most Advanced Pianos in the World

Rent or Purchase

1006 S. State St. • Orem • 801.226.1760

Kawai Grand Pianos Starting at

$160 down / $160 month
Kawai Upright Pianos Starting at

$65 down / $65 month
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